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1. Significantly more money re -circulates in the Ohio Valley when purchases 
are made at locally owned, rather than nationally owned, businesses:  

 

¶ Locally owned and operated retailers keep profits in the local economy and support 
a variety of other local businesses. They hire local accountants and printers, 
advertise in local media, bank with local banks and have the ability to source 
products locally. 

¶ For every $100 dollars spent at a local business, as much as $73 stays in the local 
economy, compared to $43 when the same amount is spent at a chain store. 
(ñAndersonville Study of Retail Economics;ò Civic Economics, Oct. 2004)  For 
every $100 dollars in consumer spending at a national chain store, the total 
economic impact is only $13. The same amount spent with a local merchant yields 
more than three times the local economy impact. (ñEconomic Impact Analysis: 
Local Merchants vs. Chain Retailers;ò Civic Economics, December 2002) 

 
2. Our one -of -a-kind businesses are an integral part of the Ohio Valleyôs distinct 
character:  
 

¶ The unique character of the Valley is what brought us here and what will keep us 
here. 

¶ Shopping at local businesses will help maintain our unique landscape. 

¶ When asked to name our favorite restaurant, caf® or shop, itôs typically a unique 
local business. 

¶ We have a ñsocial contractò with local businesses - they define our sense of place, 
yet we often forget that their survival depends on our patronage. 

 
3. Local business owners invest in community:  
 

¶ Local businesses are owned by your mother and father, your sister, your brother 
and your children ï they are owned by people who live in this community, are less 
likely to leave, and are more invested in the communityôs future. 

¶ Local business owners often serve on the Boards of nonprofits, merchants 
associations and community boards. 

 
4. Competition and diversity leads to more choices:  
 

¶ A multitude of small businesses, each selecting products based not on a national 
sales plan but on their own interests and the needs of their local customers, 
guarantees a much broader range of product choices. 

¶ While a single local shop may carry a smaller selection than a big chain, a 
marketplace of hundreds of small businesses creates greater diversity and low 
prices over the long term. 

¶ Our exposure to new ideas and innovation is at risk when a handful of buyers from 
national chains are the ones to choose what is sold in our community.   

 



(continued on page 3) 
 
Bayer Heritage Federal Credit Union 

was founded and federally chartered 

in 1957 as Mobay Employees Federal 

Credit Union. In 1995, following our 

sponsor, our name was changed to 

Bayer Employeesõ Federal Credit 

Union.  

 

businesses informed, 
involved, educated and 
sometimes entertained.   

Sponsorships put your name 
and your company or 
organizations name in the 
limelight. Our sponsorships 
provide varying levels of 
community exposure for our 
members. Our role is to 
make your membership 
worthwhile to you. Your role 
is to take advantage of your 

 As a Non-profit 
organization, the Wetzel 
County Chamber of 
Commerce must rely on 
membership dues and 
sponsorships, which help us 
to continue to provide our 
quality events. Our goal is to 
promote the interests of our 
members. To do so we 
arrange seminars, speakers 
and events. Through these 
events we aim to keep 

membership and use the 
Chamber as a means to 
promote your business. We 
make it as affordable as we 
can. 

Please call 304-455-3825 to 
learn more about how we 
can help each other. And 
Thank you for your support! 

       April Newsletter Sponsor 

       Bayer Heritage Federal Credit Union 

Your Membership Keeps Us Going  

Your Sponsorship Keeps Us Strong 

There are a few of those best kept secrets in 
every community, and Lock Your Hart On 
Kids, is one of ours.  Conveniently located on 
Wetzel Street in the middle of New 
Martinsville, you will find a nurturing, 
educational environment for children of  ages 
1 month to 12 years. 
Owners Melissa and Brian Lockhart 
recognize that each child has unique talents, 
learning styles and personalities and 
provides educational programs and activities 
for Toddlers to Preschoolers to Elementary 
School ages.  

Page 2 Wetzel County Chamber of Commerce News  

Member Minute With Lock Your Hart on Kids 

The year 2000 enabled us to open our 

doors to specific areas in the 

community, no longer requiring 

members to be an employee of Bayer to 

become a member.  

 

2007 marked the 50th anniversary of 

Bayer Employeesõ Federal Credit Union, 

and in recognition of the past and 

preparation for the future, the name 

was changed to Bayer Heritage Federal 

Credit Union.  

 

 

 

Bayer Heritage Federal Credit Union 

is a full service financial 

cooperative, which offers a 

complete range of products 

including mortgages and home 

equity loans, IRAs, Certificates, 

Checking Accounts, and Debit/ATM 

Cards.  

Bayer Heritage Federal Credit Union 

currently serves approximately 

24,000 members and an asset size 

of over $200 million  

 

 

Lock Your Hart On Kids Family Child 
Care Facility, has been in business for 
17 years, since 1992.   They have Part-
time rate as well as annual registration 
fees and they are a state paid provider. 
Check them out on their web site 

http://welcome.to/lockyourhartonkids to 
view more photos and information, or 
call them at 455-1200.  One of our 
fellow Chamber members, Lock Your 
Hart On Kids Family Child Care Facility, 
where kids learn, play and grow. 

http://welcome.to/lockyourhartonkids


With the start of the 2009 
legislative session upon us, 
it is clear that the number-
one thing that should be on 
the minds of legislators is 
jobs. West Virginia, like 
nearly every other state in 
America, has begun to feel 
the effects of the national 
downturn. 

 
The good times we have 
had over the past several 
years seem to be winding 
down. Job cutbacks have 
begun to take place in 
many industries across our 

state, particularly in 
manufacturing and energy. 
Tax collections have begun 
to fall off. And some 
employers have begun to 
freeze wages and-or 
reduce benefits. In many 
states, even government 
has not been immune from 
this situation.  
 
Several states have had to 
make cuts in government 
jobs, freeze pay or reduce 
wages and benefits. 
Employers are the source 
of private-sector jobs, and 

those are the jobs that 
produce our goods, provide 
our services, and pay most 
of our taxes. 
 
The West Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce 
has prepared a list of 
recommendations and 
ideas on how we should 
improve the state's 
business climate, enhance 
the competitiveness of 
employers, and provide or 
preserve jobs.  
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5. Customer service is better:  

¶ Local businesses often hire people with more specific product expertise for better 
customer service. 

¶ Local businesses have the ability to place special orders on behalf of their 
customersô needs. 

6. Non-profits receive greater support:  

¶ Non-profit organizations receive an average 250% greater support from local 
business owners than they do from non-locally owned businesses. 

¶ While large corporations may be more widely known for giving to non-profits, local 
businesses actually give more per employee. 

7. Reduced environmental impact:  

¶ Unlike national chains, locally owned businesses have complete autonomy over 
their operations and can make more local purchases, requiring less transportation 
and further investing in the local economy. 

8. Most new jobs are provided by local businesses:  

¶ Small local businesses are the largest employer nationally and provide the most 
new jobs to local residents. 

¶ A chain store may boast the creation of 300 new jobs, but numerous studies 
indicate they displace more that one job for each job created. (ñJob Creation or 
Destruction? Labor-Market Effects of Wal-Mart Expansion;ò University of Missouri, 
Review of Economics & Statistics, February 2005) 

9. Public benefits outweigh public costs:  

¶ Local businesses in commerce centers require comparatively little infrastructure 
investment and make more efficient use of public services as compared to 
nationally owned stores entering the community. 

10. Encourages investment in your community:  

¶ Economic research shows that in an increasingly homogenized world, 
entrepreneurs and skilled workers are more likely to invest and settle in 
communities that preserve their one-of-a-kind businesses and distinctive character. 

 

Enacting these policy 
recommendations will help our 
state weather the current storm 
and keep our citizens employed 
and productive. 
 
For the whole article go to:  
http://www.wvchamber.com/
NewsInformation/Commentary/
RobertsCommentary_2009Sess
ion/tabid/193/Default.aspx  



Weõre on the Web! 

http://www.wetzelcountychamber.com  

April 8 ð  Pillar 1 Committee Meeting 8: 00 am 

April 15 ð Executive Committee Meeting 8:00 am 

April 15ðJob Fair at Lewis Wetzel Family Center 10 ð 3 

April 16 ð Business After Hours at Peoples Bank  (Steelton    

                  office) 5:30 ð   7:30 

April 25 ð Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting at Bayer  

                  Heritage Federal Credit Union 9:00 amð12:00 pm 

April 22ðBoard of Directors Meeting 8:00 am at WVNCC 

April 30ðAnnual Awards Dinner @ Mollohan Center 5:30 

May 7thðBusiness After Hours at Progressive Bank 

                 5:30 ï7:30 

May 14ðQuarterly Luncheon 12 noon at WVNCC with guest  

                speaker Lisa DiSalvio owner of Firestarters 

 

ArtsLink classes @ the Frances Center:  

April 20 from 6-9, April 21 from 6-7 Make a stained glass 
stepping stone in time for Spring.  Student fee $10, Supplies 
$10.  Barbara Thomaselli is the instructor. 

April 6 and 13 from 6-8 Cake Decorating I Learn the basics of 
cake decorating with Brenda Shepherd. The cost is $20 plus 
the cost of supplies (a list will be provided) 

April 20, 27, and May 4 from 6-8 Cake Decorating II 
(prerequisite Cake Decorating I or instructor permission). 
Learn advanced decorating techniques. The cost is $10 plus 
the cost of any supplies. 

April 16-Brown Bag and Demonstration 12-1 ïPorcelain 
enameling by Fran Caldwell 

Upcoming Events 

Citizens working together for a better 

Wetzel County. 

Wetzel County Chamber of Commerce 

P.O. Box 271 

201 Main Street 

New Martinsville, WV 26155 

òWe would accomplish many more 

things if we did not think of them as 

impossibleó Vince Lombardi 

Quote of the Month 

This monthõs publication is brought to you 

by a sponsorship from  Bayer Heritage 

Federal Credit Union 

If you or your business would be interested 

in sponsoring a future edition of the 

newsletter, please contact the Chamber 

office at 304-455-3825 or by email at 

chamber@wetzelcountychamber.com. 

Reminder that your 2009 

membership dues should 

be in by April 30th. 

We rely on your support! 


